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Previously known as Skills for Life, Functional Skills 
are about developing practical skills in maths,      
English and IT and applying them to everyday              
situations where they are needed, in the           
workplace, at home, to manage money, to enjoy a 
social life.  
 
Functional Skills are based on the curriculum for 
adult literacy and numeracy, meaning the courses 
are specifically put together with the learning that 
is relevant to adults; skills that are needed for a 
your job or help in daily life. 
 
There are 5 levels; Entry 1, Entry 2,  Entry 3,  
Level 1 - equivalent to GCSE D to G  
Level 2 - equivalent to GCSE A* to C.  
 
Learners start at the level of their existing skill, you 
gain a qualification after every level and each level 
builds on the previous one. Free -  FS course are             
Government funded 

Welcome to the latest edition of UNISON Coventry City branch lifelong learning 
and training newsletter. Our regular issues will include information on member 
courses, learning opportunities and the latest news from unionlearn. 

In this issue :  

> What Course> Functional Skills 

> Learning News  www.unionlearn.org.uk/skillcheck                            
Provides an assessment of your current level in     
English, maths and IT quick registration, select a  
topic and answer the multiple choice questions, once 
completed, it recommends next steps             easy to use 
web and app versions. 

UNISON Coventry City branch have sent out an 
online learning survey to members to assess what     
training or learning is needed in and outside of the 
workplace, please find this attached. This includes 
the Functional Skills courses which cover maths, 
English and IT. 
We will be working with the employer to             
encourage staff who would like to get a Functional 
Skills qualification and update their training,       
improve their skills or continue their education. 
          

 www.nnchallenge.org.uk/                                                         
National Numeracy Challenge      sign up, quick to 
complete, helps to assess your skills and suggests 
where to go next.                                                                                   

   www.unionlearn.org.uk/wranx                        
WRANX offers bite-sized training  modules in        
functional skills       register with unionlearn, log 
into any device, daily revision takes 2 -3 minutes to  
answer 10 questions. 

  www.wea.org.uk/ 
Workers’ Educational Association offers accredited 
courses in functional skills        enrol online to WEA in 
your area, after an assessment, you are instructed 
on how to log onto the course which are now online 
and tutor led       easy to navigate. 
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   www.coventry.gov.uk/adulted 
Coventry City council adult educational service 
offers 5 levels of Functional Skills in maths and 
English       courses run during school term time, 
you will need to contact adult education for an          
assessment before being booked into the right 
class. For more info. click on the link  to ‘Choice’        
magazine. 

If you are interested or need advice, contact the 
branch office or union learning reps . Any details 
shared with us are completely confidential.  
 
ULRs: suki.dhaliwal@unisoncoventry.co.uk              
           paul.hunt@unisoncoventry.co.uk                  
contact the branch office: 02476 550829  

Start Here: check your skills: free 
online assessment  

Quick look @ some FS providers 

   www.learnmyway.com/ 
Basic free introductory courses to learn digital skills. 

     
      www.open.edu/openlearn/ 

The Open University website offers lots of free 
study including  IT  and ‘Everyday Skills’ in maths   
and  English. 

http://www.unionlearn.org.uk/skillcheck
http://www.nnchallenge.org.uk/
http://www.unionlearn.org.uk/wranx
http://www.wea.org.uk/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/adulted
mailto:suki.dhaliwal@unisoncoventry.co.uk
mailto:paul.hunt@unisoncoventry.co.uk
http://www.learnmyway.com/
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/


 

Unionlearn Interactive Workshop 
15th of October at 11am,  
the Let's talk about maths in partnership 
with National Numercy  session is  designed to help 
you discuss maths anxieties, improve your maths 
confidence and introduce you to resources available 
to help you  upskill.   

Union Learning News Access Modules from the 

Open University 

Discover what you can learn free and online 
with the OU and also why Access modules 
could be the first step towards gaining a       
university level qualification.                                                                                              
A great starting place is with  
The Open University (OU) is OpenLearn .                    
OpenLearn aims to break the barriers to               
education by reaching millions of learners 
around the world, providing free educational  
resources and inviting all to sample courses that 
our registered students take – for free! You can 
achieve an online badge with some OpenLearn 
courses. A Statement of Participation is also     
included. 
If you are thinking about gaining a qualification 
but perhaps a little worried about whether you 
will cope, the OU’s Access modules could be the 
best starting place. Check out this animation on 
YouTube and find out why        
‘Why Access modules are a great place to start' 
 
All modules include study skills development and 
basic IT skills.  There are free places available for 
eligible students. For more information  
visit:  www.open.ac.uk/courses/do-it/access   

Dyslexia Week 2020 
Running from the 5-11 October the 

theme of this year’s Dyslexia Week is 

‘dyslexia creates’ – looking at the 

power of dyslexia to create ideas, organisations 

and society and the invaluable contribution this 

makes to the UK.  The British Dyslexia Associa-

tion recognise, however, that dyslexia also creates 

challenges and barriers so this theme will raise 

awareness of these and explore best practice in 

dyslexia support that empowers individuals to 

achieve their potential 

For more information about Dyslexia Week from 

the British Dyslexia Association, visit: 

www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/support-us/awareness-

Get Online Week 2020 
Get Online Week is the biggest digital 
inclusion campaign in the UK. Taking 
place in October each year, Get Online 
Week celebrates digital inclusion and 
helps people to learn new digital skills.  
This year Get Online Week 
brought to you from the   
Good Things Foundation  
will take place from the 
19th to the 25th October.  

Maths Workout Week 2020                                                                    
This year unionlearn celebrates the fifth Maths Workout 
Week! The campaign week will run from the                       
12-16 October with a hashtag #mathsworkout encouraging 
everyone to take a moment to update their everyday 
maths skills.  
Like previous years we will be offering our fiendish maths 
quiz on Twitter. Check @unionlearn every day, work out 
the answers to the maths questions and congratulate 
yourself. The right answers will appear in our Twitter      
account the day after the question goes up and all the 
questions are level 2/GCSE level maths.  

Autumn Festival 

of Learning:  

 
Are you taking a course?  

and a member of UNISON? 
If the answer is yes 

you may be entitled to a 
£300 Learning Grant 

from your union 

For more info.& how to 
apply contact UNISON 

ULRs or the branch  

office:02476 550829  

Wednesday 21st October, 11am - Improving 
your skills: Getting started with online  
learning    This session looks at the huge 
amount of free learning opportunities available 
online. After discussing why online learning is 
on the rise, various platforms are discussed. 
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