
Access Module Certificates 
Introductory modules to build your confidence  
2016/2017



Contents

Why study one of  
our Access modules? 

2

Access modules  5

Fees and funding 13

Ordering other  
prospectuses

17

Contact us   Back cover

Start your OU journey

Choose  
course 
p5–12

Funding  
options 
p14–16

 Register 
now at 

www.openuniversity. 
co.uk/ug-access

What is OU  
study like? 

p2–4

Why study one of our  
Access modules?

2 5 13
Access modules Fees and funding



 
Co

nt
en

ts

W
el

co
m

e
Th

e 
m

os
t i

m
po

rt
an

t t
hi

ng
 yo

u’
ll  

le
ar

n 
is

 w
ha

t y
ou

’re
 ca

pa
bl

e 
of

Take the first step
OpenLearn is a great way  
to ‘try before you buy’,  

with over 750 free courses  
spread across a variety of 

subject areas.

FutureLearn
It’s the OU’s expertise that’s  

the driving force behind 
FutureLearn, the UK’s  

largest provider of free 
online courses.

Hello and welcome to The Open University 
(OU). Are you as excited about changing 
your life as we are about welcoming you  
as a student? We believe there’s never  
been a better time to join us.
Every year, thousands of people  
just like you decide to start studying 
with us. Our whole philosophy is 
based around recognising the 
importance of flexible, part-time 
study and finding ways to make  
that study more accessible to 
anyone who has the drive and 
desire to learn in an increasingly 
competitive world.

With the OU you’re guaranteed 
outstanding value. Our qualifications 
are up to date and commercially 
focused, ensuring that new skills 
and knowledge gained as you work 
towards your goal are put into 
practice immediately.

We’ve established strong  
alliances with employers as a  
result of the flexible way we  
deliver our qualifications, and our 
learning methods are respected 
and appreciated by employers  
and students alike.

We’ve opened up the world  
of higher education for anyone  
who wants to improve their life.  
We take your goals seriously, and 
we are here to help you make the 
right choices. We’re the market 
leader for people who need studies 
to fit around busy working lives and 
family commitments. That’s why 
we’re so confident the OU is the 
right choice for you.

“If you’re in  
two minds as  
to whether or  
not the OU is  
for you, the only 
thing I can say is 
do it. You won’t 
regret it!”

Lindsay Dow,  
studied with the OU
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developing your study skills and building  
your confidence. You don’t need any special 
knowledge or experience to study these 
modules. And you don’t need any previous 
qualifications to study with us.

When you complete the  
course, you’ll receive an Access 
Module Certificate and be better 
prepared for further study with  
The Open University.

There are three modules  
to choose from:

 �  Arts and languages  
Access module (Y031)

 �  People, work and society  
Access module (Y032)

 �  Science, technology and  
maths Access module (Y033).

For more information about  
these modules, see pages 6–12.

Why choose the OU?
1.  Life-changing learning,  

while you live the life you love

  We believe it doesn’t matter  
where you start from – it’s  
where you want to be and how 
committed you are to getting  
there that matters.

2. Learn from the best

  We’re experts in part-time  
study – perhaps that’s why more 
adults choose the OU than any 
other university.

3. The support you need

  No one understands how  
people learn better than us –  
we understand how to help 
people succeed and make 
knowledge stick.

4. Students love us

  We’re doing things right in the  
eyes of those that matter most  
– our students. That’s why we’re 
proud to be one of only three 
universities to consistently 
achieve 90% for student 
satisfaction year in, year out in 
the National Student Survey.

Is an Access module  
right for me?
Would you like to brush up on  
your study skills, improve your 
confidence, and make a practical 
decision about whether or not 
further OU study is right for you?

Do you have little or no experience 
of university-level study? 

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the 
above, and you live in the UK, the 
Channel Islands, the Isle of Man  
or have a BFPO address, then an 
Access module is a perfect 
starting point for you.
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How does the OU  
fit into my life?
We’ve been the experts in distance 
learning for over 40 years. But with 
hundreds of courses available these 
days, why choose us? What makes 
The Open University different?

The answer is straightforward: 
you’ll have more flexibility with  
the OU than with any other 
university, not only in what you 
learn but also the way you study. 

Our teaching method is unique 

We call it ‘Supported Open Learning’. 

It’s a way of studying with  
more one-to-one contact than 
distance learning and more 
flexibility than campus-based 
learning. In effect, we bring the  
best of both worlds together – 
technology and tutoring alike.

And we’ll find out what we need  
to do as an organisation, to help  
you achieve your goals.

Support from  
the experts 
You’ll take part in regular  
one-to-one phone tutorials 
arranged at a time mutually 
convenient for you and your tutor, 
who will also give you written 
feedback on your work. You’ll be 
supported every step of the way. 

Our dedicated support team  
will answer any general queries  
you have, and you’ll be encouraged 
to exchange ideas with other like-
minded students in our active 
online forums.

Career and study advice

If you’re curious about qualifications 
that could help improve your job 
prospects, or even branch out into a 
new career, then our careers service 
is on hand with a wealth of advice  
and guidance. 

Need a little extra help?

Last year we supported over  
22,000 students with disabilities  
or additional needs. We’ll do our 
best to make all of your studies 
accessible. We’re only a phone call 
away, and we’ll also be supporting 
you online and via email.

To find out if you qualify  
for extra financial help with study 
and travel costs, you can call us on 
+44 (0)300 303 5303 or go to  
www.openuniversity.co.uk/
disability.

When can I start,  
how long does it take?
Our Access modules start in 
October and February each year. 
Each one is studied over a 30-week 
period, and most students spend 
about nine hours per week on  
their studies.

It’s best to apply early to  
guarantee a place. 

Students who prepare by  
taking an Access module are 
more likely to be successful  

in their future studies.

“I wanted to improve my qualifications to help  
with a career move. I chose an Access module with  
The Open University so that I am able to study around  
my children and my everyday responsibilities. It has 
certainly helped me ‘switch on’ my learning skills.”
Michelle Brennan, Access student
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What do I need?
We’ll send a complete set of  
study materials out to you in the 
post. That includes books, printed 
materials and a DVD – they’re all 
included in the fee.

You’ll need a phone, equipment  
to play the DVD, and access to a 
computer that has a good internet 
connection – you don’t need to 
rush out and buy a computer 
though, the use of one at a library 
or drop-in centre will be fine.

Using a computer

Our Access modules provide a 
gentle introduction to using a 
computer and will give you the 
basic computing skills you need. 

We’ll encourage you to visit  
the online forums and use the 
internet for research. Often,  
we’ll ask you to watch or listen  
to video and audio clips. 

What’s more, the forums are 
buzzing with people just like you, 
whenever you log on; whether it’s  
a module discussion group or one 
of the many informal Facebook 
groups set up by students. 

Are there any entry 
requirements?
You don’t need any special 
knowledge or experience to  
study these modules, and – as  
with most OU study – you don’t 
need any previous qualifications  
to study with us. 

Will I take an exam?
There are no exams to take  
with our Access modules. 

Instead, we ask you to complete 
four, short, written assignments 
and a number of online activities. 
Our study materials will support 
you and build your confidence to 
submit your work – you’ll also 
receive detailed feedback to 
develop your skills. 

How much will it cost?
You may be able to study an  
Access module for free (if you  
meet the eligibility criteria). 
For more information see  
pages 14–16.

If you aren’t eligible to study  
for free, our fees (and the funding 
options available) vary depending 
on where you live. We’ve explained 
this information in more detail  
on pages 14–16.

Around two-thirds of our  
Access students qualify for a 

 free Access module.

“If you need more confidence, study 
an Access module. They’re straight 
forward and the tutors are there 
when you need them. Everything is 
written in such a way that it really 
helps your confidence.”
Annabel Taylor, Access student

4  
W

hy
 s

tu
dy

 o
ne

 o
f o

ur
 A

cc
es

s m
od

ul
es

?



Ac
ce

ss
 m

od
ul

es

Start here. Our Access 
modules provide the perfect 
introduction to studying with 
the OU and university-level 
study. Our study materials are 
designed to help refresh your 
study techniques and build 
your self-confidence too.
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Arts and languages Access module (Y031)
This fascinating module is an ideal starting point if you  
are interested in the arts and languages, and would like to  
develop both your subject knowledge and your study skills. 

It explores a range of subjects, 
including art history, English 
literature, English language  
studies, history, modern  
languages, and also touches  
on the areas of creative writing  
and religious studies.

Each subject will be introduced  
and explained, and the pace will  
be comfortable even if you have 
little or no prior knowledge.

The module is divided into  
three blocks:

Block 1

This block begins by exploring how 
language is used to communicate. 
You will be introduced to language 
in various spoken and written forms 
– for example as a tool for learning 
or as cultural expression – before 
moving on to access texts in a 
foreign language. You’ll then 
examine the theme of popular 
protest with an initial discussion of 
a First World War poem, Anthem for 
Doomed Youth by Wilfred Owen. 
Next, you will study a diverse range 
of poetry with an emphasis on 
protest. Finally, depending on your 
personal interests and study goals, 
you can either try your hand at 
creative writing or try out a foreign 
language at beginners’ level (from a 
choice of French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Welsh or Chinese).

Block 2 

Block 2 extends your study of 
language to consider popular 
culture and the language of protest. 
You’ll also start to think about the 
persuasive uses of language – as 
seen in politics and the media for 
instance – and consider what 
impact dialect and pronunciation 
has on how meaning is produced, 
drawing on examples from hip-hop 
and song. You will then move on  
to focus on history, in particular, 
looking at the history of the 
demand for democracy 
(government by the people)  
in Britain from around 1815 
through an examination of the 
Chartist movement. You will be 
introduced to a small number of  
the many debates surrounding  
the interpretation of Chartism and 
the relevance of the subject today. 
Finally, you will have the option  
to study a segment on a foreign 
language, or to extend your study 
of history by considering the 
Suffragette movement in Britain.

Block 3 

Here you’ll consider the relationship 
between art and popular protest. 
You’ll be introduced to the study  
of the visual arts by looking at a 
selection of works that have been 
nominated for the Turner Prize 
which will allow you to look at many 
different types of art and explore 
the techniques used by art 
historians and art critics when they 
analyse a work of art. You’ll then 
explore four case studies, including 
a painting by Picasso, an example of 
graffiti, football banners and 

displays at St. Mungo Museum of 
Religious Life and Art in Glasgow. 
These case studies will give you the 
opportunity to build on what you 
have learnt so far and explore  
the relationship between popular 
protest and visual art from a wide 
range of academic disciplines  
such as history, religious studies, 
linguistics and modern foreign 
language studies.

Choosing a qualification
An Access module is excellent 
preparation for further studies  
with the OU. Studying an Access 
module can pave the way towards  
a qualification (a certificate or 
diploma of higher education,  
or a degree, for example). If you  
are interested in studying an  
Access module as an additional 
preparatory stage towards a 
qualification, you may be eligible  
to study this module for free.  
For more information see  
pages 14–16.

Arts and languages Access module 
(Y031) would be ideal preparation 
for studying towards a wide range 
of qualifications, a small selection 
of which are shown opposite.  
For more information about all  
the qualifications we offer, go to 
www.openuniversity.co.uk/ug.

If you are not ready to study 
towards a qualification, you  
can continue your studies  
with standalone modules.  
For more information, go to  
www.openuniversity.co.uk/
modules.

6  
Ar

ts
 a

nd
 la

ng
ua

ge
s A

cc
es

s m
od

ul
e



Arts and humanities
NEW Certificate of Higher Education 
in Arts and Humanities (T32)

Enrich your life and improve your 
skills for the workplace through  
this certificate which introduces  
a range of subjects in the arts  
and humanities.

NEW Diploma of Higher Education 
in Arts and Humanities (W59)

Study a broad introduction to  
the arts and humanities with an 
opportunity to study one or two 
subjects in greater depth.

NEW BA (Hons) Arts  
and Humanities (R14)

Combine different aspects of the 
arts – what people thought, made 
and practised – their meaning and 
values in the past and today in a 
highly-valued degree.

BA (Hons) English Language  
and Literature (Q39)

Learn about the English language, 
how it’s used around the world; 
study a wide range of literary texts 
and develop skills highly-valued  
by employers.

BA (Hons) History (Q01)

Explore a diverse selection of 
places, periods and people, 
including the Roman empire, 
European history from the 
medieval ages to the twentieth 
century, while developing key skills.

Languages
Certificate of Higher Education  
in Language Studies (T21)

This certificate offers a flexible 
introduction to studying a choice of 
languages to varying levels; the key 
concepts in language learning; and 
develops your study skills further.

Diploma of Higher Education 
in Language Studies (W41)

With this diploma you’ll gain a 
broad grounding in undergraduate 
language study and specialise in 
two languages (from English, 
French, German and Spanish).

BA (Hons) Language Studies (Q30)

Study two modern languages, 
choosing from French, German  
or Spanish, or combine English 
language studies with one  
modern language. 

Open qualifications
In addition to our 
named qualifications, 
we also offer three 
Open qualifications, 
including a degree.
This is our most popular 
programme and offers you 
the opportunity to build a 
qualification in a range of 
subjects that are unique to 
your interests. For  
more information, go to  
www.openuniversity.co.uk/
ug-open.

mOre   
OnLIne
Go to www.openuniversity.co.uk/ 
ug-access

Call our Student Recruitment Team  
on: +44 (0)300 303 0069
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People, work and society Access module (Y032)
This module allows you to develop both subject knowledge  
and general study skills. It provides an excellent introduction to  
a wide range of subject areas, particularly children and young 
people, health, law, management, psychology and social science.

Each subject will be introduced  
and explained, and the pace will  
be comfortable even if you have 
little or no prior knowledge.

The module is divided into  
four blocks:

Block 1: Individuals

In this block, each subject  
area discusses individuals from  
a subject-specific perspective or 
point of view. In Social Science the 
individual is considered in relation 
to cultural and group identities.  
In Childhood, forming an identity is 
demonstrated through relationships 
and the ageing process. Lifestyle 
choices are discussed in relation  
to individual biological and 
psychological factors in Health. 
Psychology takes you on a journey 
through ways of understanding 
how individuals think and perceive 
their world, while Law takes a life 
course approach to individual  
rights and responsibilities. Finally, 
Management takes a very practical 
view of how you as an individual  
can begin to organise and develop 
yourself and others.

Block 2: Families and relationships

Here you’ll encounter a range  
of perspectives from each of the 
subject areas on the theme of 
families and relationships. In 
Childhood, family and relationships 
are presented from the point  
of view of an adult who wants to 
understand more about the lives  
of children and young people. The 
Health perspective explores how 
family life affects health and 
considers the care demands on 
families during illness. Psychology 
reveals how interaction is key to 
understanding how families are 
built and sometimes fall apart. 
You’ll explore division of labour  
in families and how the nature of 
family life shapes life chances.  
In considering parental rights  
and responsibilities, Law discusses 
serious cases such as child neglect 
and abuse. Finally, Management 
looks at relationships at work and 
how to manage them effectively.

Block 3: Organisations  
and communities

Block 3 begins with a  
Management perspective on 
organisations, in which you will 
consider characteristics typical of 
organisations, including structure, 
culture, and management tools.  
In Childhood you will discover how 
adults support change for children 
and their families when children 

enter school for the first time  
or move between different 
educational settings. In Health,  
the school is again a focus, this time 
for considering health influences 
and interventions. The block then 
presents Law, and how rights and 
responsibilities influence and 
constrain practice in the workplace. 
In Psychology, you consider how 
roles and groups develop within 
organisations, coming to a  
working understanding of certain 
behaviours. Finally, Social Science 
presents how people can organise 
themselves to bring about  
social change.

Block 4: Society

This block opens with an 
examination of how social scientists 
view and consider society, including 
different types of cultures and how 
aspects of different cultures spread 
to different countries. In Psychology, 
you’ll consider how individuals can 
adapt and change when moving to 
a different culture. You will then 
consider the growth of fast-food 
diets in Western society, their 
effect on children and young 
people, and action to foster  
healthy eating habits. Health is 
considered by debating the impact 
of government policy on the health 
and wellbeing of society. In Law, 
you’ll consider the laws of negligence 
and duty of care within society 
today, drawing on real-life cases 
that English law courts have judged.
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Choosing a qualification
An Access module is excellent 
preparation for further studies  
with the OU. Studying an Access 
module can pave the way towards  
a qualification (a certificate or 
diploma of higher education,  
or a degree, for example). If you  
are interested in studying an  
Access module as an additional 
preparatory stage towards a 
qualification, you may be eligible  
to study this module for free.  
For more information see  
pages 14–16.

People, work and society Access 
module (Y032) would be ideal 
preparation for studying towards  
a wide range of qualifications, a 
small selection of which are shown 
opposite. For more information 
about all the qualifications we  
offer, go to www.openuniversity.
co.uk/ug.

If you are not ready to study 
towards a qualification, you  
can continue your studies  
with standalone modules.  
For more information go to  
www.openuniversity.co.uk/
modules.

Business and 
management
Certificate of Higher Education  
in Business Management (T27)

Explore the essential elements of  
a business and the context in which 
a business operates by taking a 
practical approach based on  
your own experience.

BA (Hons) Business  
Management (Q91)

This is a flexible degree that’s 
accessible and relevant to the 
workplace. You’ll study how 
organisations work, how they’re 
managed and the external world  
in which they operate.

education,  
childhood and youth
NEW Certificate of Higher 
Education in Early Childhood (T26)

If you work with young children 
aged from birth to seven years, 
this qualification will develop your 
knowledge and understanding of 
early-years provision.

NEW Diploma of Higher 
Education in Education Studies 
(Primary) (W54)

This qualification develops the 
professional knowledge and skills 
required by teaching or classroom 
assistants supporting children’s 
learning in primary schools.

BA (Hons) Childhood  
and Youth Studies (Q23)

This degree is for those who work, 
or intend to work, with children and 
young people, or for those with 
more general interests in the 
interdisciplinary field of childhood 
and youth studies.

Health and social care
Certificate of Higher Education in 
Adult Health and Social Care (T23)

If you work in health and social care, 
use services yourself, or would like 
to find out more about how we 
support adults in our care system, 
this certificate is for you.

Diploma of Higher Education  
in Sport and Fitness (W07)

Build the knowledge and skills 
needed by sport and fitness 
instructors/coaches, focusing 
on developing insights into the 
scientific, instructional and 
management principles that 
underpin these roles.

BA (Hons) Health  
and Social Care (Q18)

This practice-focused, 
interdisciplinary degree will 
develop your knowledge about a 
variety of health and social care 
settings that work with child and 
adult client-groups.

Continued on page 10.
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Law
Bachelor of Laws (Hons) (LLB) (Q79)

This highly regarded degree will 
enable you to pursue a career in  
the legal professions or improve 
your legal understanding in your 
current career.

Psychology  
and counselling
Certificate of Higher Education  
in Psychology (T22)

This certificate introduces you  
to the different ways in which 
psychologists investigate the 
human mind and behaviour,  
and how psychological research 
addresses real-life issues.

BSc (Hons) Psychology (Q07)

Gain fascinating insights into the 
workings of the mind, along with 
skills valued across a broad range  
of careers.

Foundation Degree in Counselling 
(X09) or Diploma of Higher 
Education in Counselling (W09)

These qualifications will prepare  
you to become a professional 
counsellor, equipping you with  
the theoretical understanding  
and practical skills required to  
work in this field.

Social sciences
Certificate of Higher Education  
in Social Sciences (T06)

This broad introduction to how 
society is structured and works 
provides fascinating insights into 
everyday life in our communities, 
personal lives and workplaces.

BA (Hons) Politics, Philosophy  
and Economics (Q45)

This internationally recognised 
combination of subjects provides 
you with skills and understanding 
particularly relevant to many areas 
of public service, including civil  
and diplomatic services,  
and local government.

Open qualifications
In addition to our 
named qualifications, 
we also offer three 
Open qualifications, 
including a degree.
This is our most popular 
programme and offers you 
the opportunity to build a 
qualification in a range of 
subjects that are unique to 
your interests. For  
more information, go to  
www.openuniversity.co.uk/
ug-open.

mOre   
OnLIne
Go to www.openuniversity.co.uk/ 
ug-access

Call our Student Recruitment Team  
on: +44 (0)300 303 0069
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Science, technology and maths Access module (Y033)
This module is an ideal starting point if you have little or no previous 
knowledge of science, technology and mathematics, and would like 
to develop your subject knowledge, numeracy and study skills. 

The subjects included are  
science, engineering and design, 
environment, mathematics, and 
computing and IT.

Each subject will be introduced  
and explained, and the pace will  
be comfortable even if you have 
little or no prior knowledge.

The module is divided into  
three blocks:

Block 1: Life

This block starts with examples  
to describe interrelationships 
between plants, animals and the 
wider environment. You will learn 
about the unique role of humans, 
and explore how we have changed 
the environment to suit our needs 
through farming or conservation. 
You’ll consider how we can tell what 
effect current lifestyles have on the 
environment by introducing the 
ecological footprint model and look 
at sustainable living and how we 
can conserve declining species and 
habitats. This block also introduces 
basic key mathematical ideas  
and you will learn techniques to 
help you tackle everyday 
mathematical problems.

Block 2: Water

Water is essential for life. In Block 2 
you’ll investigate how water has 
shaped our planet and our lives.  
You will learn and develop skills that 
will aid your understanding and use 
of a variety of tools used in science. 
You will also access the OU Library 
and the wide variety of materials 
that this can offer. You will investigate 
the presence of water in potatoes 
and how water is required for yeast 
to respire. You will carry out some 
basic home experiments, and 
through these you will learn about 
how we can use experimental data 
to develop and refine hypotheses. 
Underpinning this is some basic but 
essential mathematics and further 
computing skills to develop your 
study of science, technology  
and mathematics.

Block 3: Home

Block 3 introduces you to the 
subjects of design, engineering  
and computing within the example 
of the home. You will find out how 
homes are designed, and can be 
designed better, through the use of 
engineering and computing. Block 3 
is a practical online block where you 
will complete a number of design, 
engineering, and computing 
activities and experiments.  
You’ll also be introduced to an 
online design studio where you  
will keep a portfolio of your  
work. You’ll continue to learn 
mathematics and IT skills to  
support your developing 
knowledge of some computing  
and engineering concepts.

Choosing a qualification
An Access module is excellent 
preparation for further studies  
with the OU. Studying an Access 
module can pave the way towards  
a qualification (a certificate or 
diploma of higher education,  
or a degree, for example). If you  
are interested in studying an  
Access module as an additional 
preparatory stage towards a 
qualification, you may be eligible  
to study this module for free.  
For more information see  
pages 14–16.

Science, technology and  
maths Access module (Y033)  
would be ideal preparation for 
studying towards a wide range  
of qualifications, a small selection  
of which are shown on page 12.  
For more information about all  
the qualifications we offer, go to 
www.openuniversity.co.uk/ug.

If you are not ready to study 
towards a qualification, you  
can continue your studies  
with standalone modules.  
For more information, go to 
www.openuniversity.co.uk/
modules.

Continued on page 12.
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Computing and IT
Diploma of Higher Education  
in Computing and IT (W36)

This flexible diploma will provide 
you with a broad-based foundation 
for a variety of careers relating  
to computing and IT.

BSc (Hons) Computing and IT (Q62)

This flexible degree offers a  
variety of study options, giving  
you the opportunity to specialise  
in digital technologies, software 
development, solutions 
development, computer science,  
or networking.

engineering, design  
and technology
BA or BSc (Hons) Design and 
Innovation (Q61)

By thinking like a designer, 
understanding and addressing the 
many challenges that members of 
design teams face, you will learn 
about design and innovation issues.

Bachelor of Engineering  
(Hons) (Q65)

An opportunity to study general 
engineering, with options in either: 
engineering design, environmental 
technologies, mathematical 
methods or energy and 
sustainability.

environment  
and development
Certificate of Higher Education  
in Environment (T16)

This certificate combines aspects  
of science, technology and social 
science to explore the complexities 
of the natural and built environments 
in which we live.

BA (Hons) Environmental  
Studies (Q99)

This degree will develop your 
knowledge and understanding  
of the social, political, economic, 
scientific and technological issues 
at the heart of contemporary 
environmental problems.

mathematics  
and statistics
Certificate of Higher Education  
in Mathematical Sciences (T14)

This certificate introduces you  
to pure mathematics, applied 
mathematics and statistics; using 
mathematical software; working 
with abstract ideas; and modelling 
real-world problems using 
mathematics.

Diploma of Higher Education in 
Mathematical Sciences (W43)

Combine the study of two strands, 
from pure or applied mathematics, 
and statistics, to develop the skills 
and knowledge required for a wide 
range of jobs.

BSc (Hons) Mathematics (Q31)

Gain a secure understanding of 
mathematics with this degree  
that looks at topics in mathematics, 
from pure mathematics to  
how mathematics is used in  
the real world.

BSc (Hons) Mathematics  
and Statistics (Q36)

Mathematics with a focus  
on probability and statistics,  
combined with either pure or 
applied mathematics.

Science
Certificate of Higher Education  
in Natural Sciences (T11)

Build your knowledge and  
enjoy a broad introduction to  
the study of natural sciences  
with this certificate.

BSc (Hons) Natural Sciences (Q64)

Study a broad range of subjects or 
choose to specialise in astronomy 
and planetary science, biology, 
chemistry, Earth sciences, 
environmental science or physics.

Open qualifications
In addition to our 
named qualifications, 
we also offer three 
Open qualifications, 
including a degree.
This is our most popular 
programme and offers you  
the opportunity to build  
a qualification in a range  
of subjects that are unique  
to your interests.  
For more information, go to  
www.openuniversity.co.uk/
ug-open.

mOre   
OnLIne
Go to www.openuniversity.co.uk/ 
ug-access

Call our Student Recruitment Team  
on: +44 (0)300 303 0069
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We work hard to keep  
the costs low, without 
compromising the quality  
of our teaching. Our fees 
cover the entire cost of your 
module – there’s nothing else 
to pay. You will receive all the 
excellent study materials and 
support that we’re renowned 
for. You may even be able to 
study for free.
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If you live in england
The fee for an Access module in England is £696. There are a number of payment  
options to make study more affordable, and you may even be able to study for free.

Studying an Access 
module as part of  
a qualification
Study for free

You could be eligible to study  
your module for free if you:

 � are resident in England

 �  are studying an Access module as 
an additional preparatory stage 
towards an OU qualification

 �  have a household income  
of less than £25,000 (or be in  
receipt of qualifying benefits)

 �  haven’t completed any more  
than one year on a full-time 
undergraduate programme  
at NQF Level 4 or above, or 
completed 30 credits or  
more of OU study.

Part-Time Tuition Fee Loan

If you aren’t eligible to study  
for free you may be able to cover 
your fees with a Part-Time Tuition 
Fee Loan.

Here, the government lends you 
your fees and you pay them back  
in affordable monthly instalments, 
deducted automatically by your 
employer through the UK  
tax system.

There’s nothing to pay for up to  
four years, then after that you only 
make repayments if you earn more 
than the income threshold, 
currently £21,000.

Example repayment amounts 
(for illustrative purposes only)

Income each year  
before tax repayment

Monthly 
repayment

Up to £21,000 £0

£22,000 £7

£25,000 £30

£30,000 £67

Our fees, and the funding options  
available to you, vary depending on where 
you live and whether you choose to study an 
Access module towards a qualification,  
or on a standalone basis. If you need advice 
on the best study option for you, call one  
of our advisers on +44 (0)300 303 0069.

Self-funding

If you don’t meet the eligibility 
criteria for either a free place or 
a Part-Time Tuition Fee Loan, or 
would prefer to self-fund, you  
can pay your fees via an Open 
University Student Budget Account 
and pay by instalments – see page 
16 – or pay in full with a debit/credit 
card or by bank transfer.

Studying an  
Access module on 
 a standalone basis
If you aren’t ready to sign up to a 
qualification you can study an 
Access module on a standalone 
basis. You can fund this through an 
Open University Student Budget 
Account – see page 16 – or you can 
pay for your module in full with a 
debit/credit card or by bank transfer.

14
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If you live in Wales
The fee for an Access module in Wales is £233. There are a number of payment  
options to make study more affordable, and you may even be able to study for free.

Studying an Access 
module as part of  
a qualification
Study for free

You could be eligible to study  
your module for free if you:

 � are resident in Wales

 �  are studying an Access module as 
an additional preparatory stage 
towards an OU qualification

 �  have a household income of less 
than £25,000 (or be in receipt of 
qualifying benefits)

 �  haven’t completed any more  
than one year on a full-time 
undergraduate programme  
at NQF Level 4 or above, or 
completed 30 credits or  
more of OU study.

Part-Time Tuition Fee Loan

If you aren’t eligible to study  
for free you may be able to cover 
your fees with a Part-Time Tuition 
Fee Loan.

Here, the government lends you 
your fees and you pay them back  
in affordable monthly instalments, 
deducted automatically by your 
employer through the UK  
tax system.

There’s nothing to pay for up to 
four years, then after that you  
only make repayments if you earn 
more than the income threshold, 
currently £21,000.

Example repayment amounts 
(for illustrative purposes only)

Income each year  
before tax repayment

Monthly 
repayment

Up to £21,000 £0

£22,000 £7

£25,000 £30

£30,000 £67

Self-funding

If you don’t meet the eligibility 
criteria for either a free place or  
a Part-Time Tuition Fee Loan, or 
would prefer to self-fund, you  
can pay your fees via an Open 
University Student Budget Account 
and pay by instalments – see page 
16 – or pay in full with a debit/credit 
card or by bank transfer.

Studying an  
Access module on  
a standalone basis
If you aren’t ready to sign up to  
a qualification you can study an 
Access module on a standalone 
basis. You can fund this through  
an Open University Student Budget 
Account – see page 16 – or you  
can pay for your module in full  
with a debit/credit card or by  
bank transfer.

If you live in Scotland
The fee for an Access module in Scotland is £233. There are a number of payment  
options to make study more affordable, and you may even be able to study for free.

Study for free

If you are resident in Scotland  
you could be eligible to study an 
Access module for free. You don’t 
need to be studying towards an OU 
qualification in order to be eligible 
for this, but you must:

 � be resident in Scotland

 �  have a personal income of 
£25,000 or less, including 
replacement living-cost benefits

 �  have not completed any more 
than one year on a full-time 
undergraduate programme  
at SCQF Level 7 or above, or 
completed 30 credits or more  
of OU study.

Self-funding

If you don’t meet the eligibility 
criteria to study for free or would 
prefer to self-fund, you can pay 
your fees via an Open University 
Student Budget Account and pay  
by instalments – see page 16 –  
or pay in full with a debit/credit 
card or by bank transfer.
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If you live in the 
Channel Islands  
or the Isle of man
The fee for an Access module in the 
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man  
is £696.

You won’t be eligible to apply for a 
Tuition Fee Loan or for a free place 
if you live in the Channel Islands or 
the Isle of Man. You can, however, 
pay for your module by instalments 
with an Open University Student 
Budget Account, up front with  
a debit/credit card or by  
bank transfer.

If you have a  
BFPO address
Please refer to the guidance 
relevant to the UK nation in  
which you are ordinarily  
resident (see pages 14–16).

If you live in northern Ireland
The fee for an Access module in Northern Ireland is £233. There are a number of payment 
options to make study more affordable, and you may even be able to study for free.

Studying an Access 
module as part of  
a qualification
Study for free

You could be eligible to study  
your module for free if you:

 � are resident in Northern Ireland

 �  are studying an Access module as 
an additional preparatory stage 
towards an OU qualification

 �  have a household income  
of less than £25,000 (or be in  
receipt of qualifying benefits)

 �  haven’t completed any more  
than one year on a full-time 
undergraduate programme  
at NQF Level 4 or above, or 
completed 30 credits or  
more of OU study.

Self-funding

If you don’t meet the eligibility 
criteria to study for free or would 
prefer to self-fund, you can pay 
your fees via an Open University 
Student Budget Account and pay  
by instalments – see below – or pay 
in full with a debit/credit card or by 
bank transfer.

Studying an  
Access module on  
a standalone basis
If you aren’t ready to sign up to  
a qualification you can study an 
Access module on a standalone 
basis. You can fund this through an 
Open University Student Budget 
Account – see below – or you  
can pay for your module in full  
with a debit/credit card or by  
bank transfer.

Open University 
Student Budget 
Accounts Ltd
You can spread the cost of  
your studies and pay as you go.  
Find out more about an account 
with Open University Student 
Budget Accounts Ltd (OUSBA) and 
the option of paying for your study  
in instalments as you go at www.
openuniversity.co.uk/ousba. 

You must be at least 18 years  
of age and credit is subject to your 
financial circumstances and status.
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Ordering other prospectuses
Interested in finding out more about our courses? This 
prospectus is just one in a series of guides, full of information 
about the qualifications that can change your life. 

Undergraduate 
Prospectus
Life-changing learning  
that’s built around you

Subject-specific 
prospectuses

 � Arts and Humanities Prospectus

 �  Business and Management 
Prospectus

 � Computing and IT Prospectus

 �  Education, Childhood  
and Youth Prospectus

 �  Engineering, Design and 
Technology Prospectus

 �  Environment and 
Development  Prospectus

 �  Health and Social Care 
Prospectus

 � Languages Prospectus

 � Law Prospectus

 �  Mathematics and Statistics 
Prospectus

 �  Psychology and Counselling 
Prospectus

 � Science Prospectus

 � Social Sciences Prospectus

To download or order a  
printed prospectus, go to  
www.openuniversity.co.uk/
prospectus.

Other ways to read this prospectus

You may find it easier to access information from 
our website at www.openuniversity.co.uk.

We can also supply this prospectus as a PDF and  
in other formats. Please call +44 (0)300 303 5303,  
or email us from our website at  
www.openuniversity.co.uk/contact. 
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Any questions about studying with us? 
Go to www.openuniversity.co.uk/ 
ug-access

Call our Student Recruitment Team  
on +44 (0)300 303 0069

Lines are open (UK time): 
Monday to Friday 08:00 to 20:00 
Saturday 09:00 to 17:00

Calls are charged at the UK local rate 
when calling from a UK mobile phone 
or landline.

Email us from our website at 
www.openuniversity.co.uk/contact

Student Recruitment Team 
The Open University 
PO Box 197 
Milton Keynes 
MK7 6BJ 
United Kingdom

For Welsh speakers 
If you would prefer to discuss your  
study needs in Welsh, please contact:

The Open University in Wales, 
18 Custom House Street, Cardiff, CF10 1AP

Call 029 2047 1170 
Email wales-support@open.ac.uk

I siaradwyr Cymraeg 
Os ydych yn siarad Cymraeg a byddai’n 
well gennych drafod eich anghenion 
astudio drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg, 
cysylltwch â:

Y Brifysgol Agored yng Nghymru,  
18 Heol y Tollty, Caerdydd, CF10 1AP

Ffoniwch 029 2047 1170 
Ebost wales-support@open.ac.uk

Find us online: www.openuniversity.co.uk

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter

Connect on LinkedIn
Watch us on YouTube

Contact us

The Open University is incorporated by Royal Charter (RC 000391), an exempt charity in England & Wales, and a charity 
registered in Scotland (SC 038302). The Open University is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

We’ve done everything we can to make sure the information in this publication is accurate, but it may change due  
to regulations or policy, or because of financial or other reasons. 
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