
  Here at  

COVENTRY UNISON  

We take Education & Learning 

very seriously... 

COVENTRY 

  CITY BRANCH 

If you would like a chat about your 

options, or want to 

JOIN UNISON 

Contact your local UNISON rep 

or  

Call the branch and ask for Mike or Paul 

on 02476 550829 or Email: 

mike.wallace@unisoncoventry.co.uk 

paul.hunt@unisoncoventry.co.uk 

You may already have seen our UNION LEARNING REPS, MIKE & PAUL out and about 

across the Council promoting the learning agenda.  A highly skilled and well trained        

workforce benefits the Council, but also the members and activists within our union.                                                                                                                       

2015 COURSES: 

 RETURN TO LEARN 

 USING THE INTERNET & EMAIL 

 *For members new to using a computer 

 WOMEN’S LIVES 

 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 *Includes: basic and intermediate courses 

 COUNSELLING SKILLS 

 COMMUNICATION & TEAM WORKING 

 ACTIVIST TRAINING 

 *Includes:  Stewards, health & Safety,  

         Employment rights, Media skills etc. 

         AND SO MUCH MORE! 

EDUCATION CAN IMPROVE: 

*CONFIDENCE 

*SELF ESTEEM 

*CAREER PROGRESSION 

*DECISION MAKING  

*YOUR FINANCIAL & SOCIAL LIFE 

PAUL & MIKE IN CC1 

Check out what else we have on offer       

for you on the coming pages! 

Go to our learning websites at: 

www.covunisonlearning.wordpress.com 

www.learninunisonwm.co.uk 



     Get back into learning..! 

INCLUDES LEVEL 1&2 FUNCTIONAL SKILLS & GCSE  

**MATHS & ENGLISH** 



Who is it for? 

Any UNISON member can join a R2L course. 

What will the course involve? 

You will join a group of colleagues who will meet once every one/two weeks in the evening at a local venue. You 

will have a tutor to help and advise you throughout the course. There will also be a free residential weekend 

school. 

What will it cost? 

R2L is FREE to any UNISON member. UNISON pays the cost of all materials and out of pocket expenses. UNISON 

Return to Learn is a course designed for adults that may have 

been away from learning for some time. Members from all walks of 

life and work backgrounds have benefited from Return to Learn. 

You’ll find it not only helps you in 

your job but also outside work 

with things like taking part in 

group activities, helping the kids 

with homework, getting yourself 

heard and finding new                

opportunities.  

Many members go on to take qualifications in English and maths 

and lots have found it a helpful route into further and higher       

education. 

The course is run in a welcoming and supportive environment so 

it’s not like going back to school! There are no exams to take. At 

Pete’s story.. Pete Gibson: “I’ve never looked back” 

Former miner Pete Gibson was working in the laundry at Doncaster Royal Infirmary when the work 

was contracted out and everyone had to apply for a job with the new provider. 

“Before they closed the laundry down I had started Return to Learn: the people interviewing me were impressed 

that I’d got off my backside to do some learning,” he recalls. “The others all got jobs around the hospital but not 

one of them got one of the standard I got.” 

Now working as a clerical coding officer at the hospital, he credits his new career to Return to Learn. 

What’s in the course? 

You will work through four units which have lots of short activities and assignments including problem solving, 

using a computer, discussions, team working, exploring points of view, everyday maths, improving note taking 



Want to know more..? - Get in contact! 



 

 

 

WHAT SUPPORT CAN I GET 

FOR FURTHER EDUCATION 

THROUGH UNISON..? 



Members can also get fee discounts from: 

National Extension College - a 10% discount on all NEC distance learning courses including GCSE's       

A levels and vocational courses 

 

CILEX Law School - 10% discount on distance learning  law courses (excluding legal practice course or  

postgraduate Diploma in Law). 

 

The Open College of the Arts - £50 off distance learning OCA tutored arts and craft courses for 

UNISON members and their families. 

Learning discounts for UNISON members: 

Thinking about higher education in 2015..? 

SUPPORT FOR EDUCATION & LEARNING THROUGH UNISON 

SEE WHAT ELSE IS ON OFFER FOR THOSE INTERESTED         

IN PURSUING FURTHER EDUCATION..! 

http://www.nec.ac.uk/
http://www.cilexlawschool.ac.uk/
http://www.oca-uk.com/


 Thinking about doing a higher education course or a degree in 2015? 

 

 Concerned that higher education may be too difficult? 

 

 Unsure if you want to commit yourself financially to a course 

that may turn out unsuitable? 

 

 Did you know you can work at home to fit in with your 

Could going on a course be the  

the right move for you  

in 2015..? 

Why not try an OpenLearn 

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses 

Need more advice..? - Contact your UNISON LEARNING REPS 

Mike Wallace — mike.wallace@unisoncoventry.co.uk           

Paul Hunt — paul.hunt@unisoncoventry.co.uk 

 

 

Branch office Tel:  02476 550829 



 

 

Our courses 

We offer a diverse selection of courses from leading universities and  

cultural institutions from around the world. These are delivered one step 

at a time, and are accessible on mobile, tablet and desktop, so you can 

fit learning around your life. 

We believe learning should be an enjoyable, social experience, so our 

courses offer the opportunity to discuss what you’re learning with others 

as you go, helping you make fresh discoveries and form new ideas. 

Our partners 

We’re a private company wholly owned by The Open University, with 

the benefit of over 40 years of their experience in distance learning and 

online education. 

We have 64 partners from around the world. These include many of the 

best UK and international universities, as well as institutions with a huge 

archive of cultural and educational material, such as the British Council, 

the British Library, the British Museum, and the National Film and       

Television School. 

We also work with a range of internationally renowned organisations - 

from professional bodies such as the Association of Chartered Certified 

Accountants (ACCA) and Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), 

to businesses like the BBC and Marks & Spencer, to the UK Government. 

Our learners 

We launched our first courses in September 2013 and since then, 

1,877,606 people have joined FutureLearn. 

We want to craft a high quality product, tailored to our learners’ needs, 

www.futurelearn.com 



COVENTRY CITY BRANCH 

COVENTRY CITY BRANCH 

Want to know more about what the Trade Union movement has achieved for working people 

like you?  

Want to know more about what we do at COVENTRY CITY UNISON to protect your rights at 

work? 

*Coventry branch has produced 2 FREE BOOKLETS (see below) which are available for you.  

Ask your rep for a copy or contact the branch. 


